
EDCI 365
Worm Investigation

Worms are perfect for inquiry investigations in the elementary classroom.  They are readily available, inexpensive, easy to maintain, and of interest to children of all ages.  Investigating worms encourages students to ask questions, recount personal experiences, and to find answers to their questions using various methods and resources.  

For this assignment, you will learn about worms by practicing some of the skills of inquiry including raising questions, planning investigations, doing research, recording data, and communicating results.  After observing the worms, brainstorming and classifying questions, and planning and carrying out an investigation, the information gathered will be shared in class as a group and individually.  

To turn in:

As a group:  Together you will choose an experiment/investigable question and plan an investigation to find an answer.  Use Harlen’s suggestions from Chapter 6 (page 71, specifically) to plan your investigation.  A copy of your plan should be written on an overhead (or file that can be downloaded to TECH 214) to be used during the class presentation, and a printed copy should be turned in as well.  Decide how the roles/tasks of the investigation will be divided, and please describe each person’s contribution to the activity.   Lastly, prepare a visual that shares some aspect of your results.  Be creative!  
Individually:  You will be assigned either a letter of the alphabet, the cover, or the back page of the “Worm ABC’s” book.  On an 8 1/2” x 11” sheet of copy paper (landscape orientation), please include the letter, a fact, and an illustration that are related to the letter.  The illustration can be of any medium—be creative!  Also include the citation for the source used (APA format preferred)—this can be written on the back of the page.  

There are many resources in print and online that have excellent information about worms in addition to teaching suggestions and lesson plans.  Get ready to worm your way to inquiry!

