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The purpose of this reflection is for you to critically analyze your teaching.  It will require completion of two informal reflections and one structured analysis.  All three reflections will be turned in to TaskStream following the teaching week.

1.  Reflection #1:

After Day 1, write a one-page reflection that answers the following questions:

Assess how your teaching went today.  Describe some of the SPECIFIC interactions (quotes if you can remember them!) with the children that help you to evaluate the success of achieving the content and process goals of your lesson.  You may include thoughtful answers to one or more of the following questions:

What were some of the interesting questions that the students asked?  

How did you address these questions?


Was there something unexpected that happened?  Explain.


What were some of the students’ reactions to your lessons?

How were these reactions similar and different to what you would expect at this age level?


What evidence do you have that students learned or did not learn?


Was there a critical incident (something memorable) that occurred during your teaching? 


What are some of the improvements that you would like to make next time?

2.  Reflection #2:

Answer the same questions for Day #1 (see above) by focusing your reflection on one or two students in your class with special needs or abilities.  Use the packet to help you think about strategies to help meet the needs of this child.

3.  Final Reflective Analysis:

Your written analysis will be 3 typed pages.  It should include:

a)  A brief description of your lesson’s goals—content and process skills (2-3 sentences)

b)  A detailed analysis of your assessment of student learning in light of your goals (1 page).  Briefly discuss the final formal assessment task used (1-2 sentences).  Expand upon the children’s performance.  Did they meet your expectations?  Why or why not?  Were there patterns in the children’s responses?  How do you explain them?  Give evidence for your analysis by quoting children’s written responses from the assessments.  Did the assessments that you used throughout your lesson plan (brainstorming, journal writing, drawing, observations, oral responses and discussion, self-assessments, etc.) foreshadow the results of the final assessment?  Why or why not?  Explain using specific examples from your three days of teaching (this should include student responses, either written or oral).  Refer to the packet to get ideas for interpreting children’s work.  

c)  An analysis of your teaching (1 page).  Think back upon your three days of teaching.  Refer to your reflections from Day #1 and Day #2.  Don’t reiterate your lesson plan---I’ve read it and seen its enactment!  What were some of the strengths and weaknesses of your teaching during the three days?  Discuss the roles you had during each of the three days of teaching (instructor, facilitator, coach, colleague, audience, etc.).  In which role did you feel most confident?  Explain.  Evaluate yourself as an elementary science teacher, comparing your feelings from the beginning of the semester to present.
d)  A plan for the future (1 page).  For our teaching to be effective, we must provide students with opportunities to construct, apply, and restate concepts. Keeping in mind what you know about this class now, where would you go with this lesson if you had another two weeks to teach?  How would you adjust your teaching and assessment practices to increase the effectiveness of your teaching?  Be specific and move beyond statements such as:  I didn’t have enough time, materials, knowledge of students, etc.  

e)  The hard copy of the reflection is due in class on December 3.  Please include a few examples of student writing and drawing as evidence of your assessment of their learning.  The electronic copy should be turned in to TaskStream by December 5.    


