
A&D 255 - Art Appreciation

Spring Semester 2006
A&D 255-1: Thursday 9:30a.m.-12:20p.m.

A&D 255-2: Thursday 1:00p.m.-3:50p.m.
Instructor: Guillermo E. Gregorio

Messages can be left for me at the Education Office (TECH 205; phone: 219-785-5485) or by calling me at 312-243-4820. E-mail ggregorio@pnc.edu 

Text:  Kissick, John.  Art: Context and Criticism.  2nd edition.  Madison: Brown & Benchmark, 1996. 

Scope of the course: A&D 255 will provide an introduction to the world of art through a survey of its nature, vocabulary, media, and history.

Course Requirements:
The student will be responsible for material covered in the text, related readings, lectures, audiovisual presentations, and discussions.

The student will keep a process-folio that reveals the process as well as the product.  It should contain sketches, ideas, resources and observations made while working on solutions for problems, as well as reflections on activities.

Participation in activities requires the student to interpret visual information and visual art.  Through these experiences, an understanding of how an individual's perspectives maintain, influence, and reflect values of his/her society will be developed.

As in any course, you will be expected to do assignments outside of class.  These assignments will be reflective of the activities done in class.  It would be virtually impossible to accomplish them successfully if you are absent.  Assignments must be typed and on time.  

An additional requirement of this class will be a term project based on a topic of the student's choosing.

Attendance: Because this course depends upon participation, attendance at all class meetings is a requirement. Absence from a class is not an excuse for missing homework assignments, tests, or exams.  You should make sure you contact a classmate in order to obtain the missed work and assignments.  Excessive absences will result in the lowering of the final grade.   

Grading Policy: Your final grade will total 100 points, based on the following:

Attendance: 

  5 points

Class Participation: 
  5 points

Portfolio Assignments:20 points

Mid-term Exam: 
25 points

Term Project: 

20 points

Final Exam: 

25 points

A = 100 – 90 points

B =   89 – 80 points

C =  79 – 70 points

D =  69 – 60 points

Expected Student Conduct: Students are expected to abide by the Purdue University codes of conduct as stipulated in the Purdue North Central Connections Student Handbook.  Violation of conduct codes may result in appropriate disciplinary action and removal from the course and Purdue University North Central.

ADA ACT: In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), all qualified students enrolled in this course are entitled to “reasonable accommodations.”  If you require assistance because of a documented disability that prevents you from achieving your academic potential, please notify me before the end of the first week of class so that accommodation can be made.

Tentative Schedule for A&D 255

Week 1 (January 12): 

Syllabus and Introduction to Course Themes.  Art and Its Contexts.

Week 2 (January 19): 

Art and Its Codes.  Assignment 1.

Week 3 (January 26):  Paleolithic and Neolithic Age. Prehistoric Cultures.  Egyptian Art.  Mesopotamian Cultures.  Minoans and Mycenaeans (Chapter 1).

Week 4 (February 2): The Art of the Classical World (Chapter 2). Assignment 2. 

Week 5 (February 9): The Visual Worlds of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism (Chapter 3).

Week 6 (February 16): The Early and High Renaissance (Chapter 4).  Assignment 3.  Assignments 1 & 2 due at the beginning of the class.

Week 7 (February 23):  Arts, Issues, and Innovations in the Baroque Era (Chapter 5). Reason and Revolution.  Eighteenth- and Early Nineteenth-Century Art in Europe.  Romanticism.  (Chapter 6). Assignment 4.
Week 8 (March 2):  Mid-Term Exam.
Week 9 (March 10): Theories of Progress in Art and Culture.  Realism.  Impressionism.  Post-Impressionism  (Chapter 7).  Art in the Americas  (Chapter 8).

Week 10: Spring Break. 

Week 11 (March 23):  Art in the Twentieth Century.  Expressionism.  Cubism.  Futurism.  Abstract Art.  Constructivism.  De Stijl (Chapter 9). Assignments 3 & 4 due at the beginning of class.

Week 12 (March 30):  Modernism in Architecture. The Bauhaus.  Dada and Its Legacy.  Surrealism  (Chapter 9).  The Mexican Muralists (Chapter 8). 

Week 13 (April 6): The Avant-Garde in America.  Abstract Expressionism.  Minimalism (Chapter 9).

Week 14 (April 13): Contemporary Art, Issues, and Ideas. Pop Art.  Conceptualism.  Performance Art and Fluxus.  “Arte Povera.”  Land Art.  Body Art.  Postmodernism. Installation Art (Chapter 10). Term Project due at the beginning of the class.   

Week 15 (April 20):  Women's Art and Feminist Criticism.  Ethnicity and Revisionism.  Art and Criticism in the African-American Community (Chapter 10).   
Week 16 (April 27): Conclusions.

Week 17: Final.  Meeting time for Final Exam to be announced.

