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Spring, 2006
“If we want children to become readers,

 we will want to surround them with books of all kinds. 

We know that wide reading is directly related to accessibility; 

the more books available and the more time for reading, 

the more children will read and the better readers they will become.” 

Charlotte S. Huck

Children’s Literature, 8th Ed.  (p. 603)

Instructor Information 



Course Information
Dr. Mary Jane Eisenhauer



Course location: Tech 214

Phone: Education office: 785-5482


Time: Wednesday, 9:00 to 11:50am Email: Eisenhauerfive@aol.com




Please use WebCT Vista for updates,
Office hours: By appointment


handouts, announcements. 
Course Description

Media for Children is a course designed to introduce students to exemplary children’s literature and audio-visual media. It is a survey of the materials available to contemporary audiences. Books, videotapes, films, magazines, CD-ROM, and other resources provided in elementary media centers are studied and evaluated to meet the personal and educational needs of culturally diverse students in elementary schools. 

Course Objectives

At the end of the course, students will demonstrate the following competencies:

1. Understand the basic elements found in children’s literature. 
2. Define how literature fits into the world of the child.

3. Identify differences between various literature genres, including culturally responsive literature. 
4. Develop the ability to evaluate a wide variety of printed and non-printed materials designed for children.

5. Develop the ability to synthesize and communicate personal observations and research about literacy materials for children. 

All education courses are designed to help you develop as a professional educator by helping you meet Purdue University North Central’s Educational Outcomes.  Please review the Conceptual Framework that is the foundation of our program.  You will also find the Educational Outcomes and Performances that will be addressed in this course.
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Theme
The unit’s conceptual framework is represented in the model found in Figure 1. The triangle was chosen as a symbol, to represent the candidate’s continuous growth. At the center of the model is the unit’s theme. Surrounding the theme are Purdue University North Central’s three institutional core beliefs of learning, discovery, and engagement, which we believe are the fundamental elements of the educational process.

Outcomes Addressed

Technology


Knowledge: 
B. a variety of technological resources and what makes these tools useful to teachers and students.


T1. create documents using a variety of software.

Reflective Practitioner


Knowledge: 
B. how reflection benefits teaching and learning


RP1. use self-reflection to enhance his/her learning and understanding.

Critical Thinking/Problem Solving


Knowledge: 
B. how to incorporate higher-order thinking skills into instruction.




C. different ways to solve problems.


CT1. critically analyze information that is presented.


CT4. utilize critical thinking while teaching.


CT5. conduct classroom inquiry.

Diversity


Knowledge: 
C. issues related to global awareness.

D. major contributions by a variety of people from different genders and ethnic/cultural backgrounds.

F. how ethnicity, class, gender, and other sociocultural factors influence students’ learning and classroom climate.

D1. detect possible cultural, racial/ethnic and gender biases and stereotypes in instructional materials.

Disposition:
A. shows respect for diversity.

Collaboration


Knowledge: 
A. how effective collaboration fosters a positive learning 



environment.

C1. effectively collaborate with peers to plan and carry out instruction.

C2. establish a positive learning environment while working with students and peers.
Curriculum


Knowledge: 
C. how content areas are related.




D. of how concepts are developed to ensure comprehension and 


understanding.



CU2. develop activities consistent with instructional objectives.


CU6. develop a sequence of learning activities that meet diverse students’ needs.

Instruction


Knowledge: 
C. an inquiry-based approach to instruction


I2. design instruction that focuses on curriculum development.


I3. select learning activities that meet students’ needs.


I4. use effective questioning strategies.


Disposition: 
B. is committed to being a life-long learner and model for students.

Required Course Readings
Students are required to complete the readings before class meetings. 

Required texts available at the bookstore, except those marked with an (*). Students may borrow these from the public library.

Huck, C.S., Kiefer, B.Z., Hepler, S., and Hickman, J. (2004). Children’s literature in the elementary school (8th ed.). New York: McGraw Hill. 

Babbitt, N. (1975). Tuck everlasting. Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Blume, J. (1972). Tales of a fourth grade nothing.  New York: Penguin.

Curtis, C.P. (1995).The Watsons go to Birmingham, 1963. New York: Dell Yearling.

DiCamillo, K. (2003). The tale of Despereaux. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick.
Konigsburg, E.L. (1996). The view from Saturday. New York: Aladdin Paperbacks.

Lewis, C.S. (1950). The lion, the witch and the wardrobe. New York: Harper Collins.

MacLachlan, P. (1985). Sarah Plain and Tall. New York: HarperCollins.

*Reynolds, C.F. (2001). H is for Hoosier: An Indiana alphabet. Chelsea, MI: Sleeping Bear Press.

Serafini, F. & Giorgis, C. (2003). Reading aloud and beyond: Fostering the intellectual life with older readers. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

*Silverstein, S. (1974). Where the sidewalk ends. New York: HarperCollins.

*Steptoe, J. (1987). Mufaro’s beautiful daughters: An African tale. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard.

Course Requirements

See Assignment Guidelines (attached) for specific details. 

· Complete the assigned readings before class meetings. Outside reading from the class novel (The Tales of Despereaux) will be assigned. Quizzes and/or quick writes will be given on the assigned readings.

· Participate in class each week with thoughtful, relevant contributions that reflect an evolving understanding of the course content. This includes, and is not limited to, discussions, written work, small group projects, and in-class assignments. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner.

· Prepare an Author Study based on at least three books from an author’s collection and report on the author’s style of writing and the value for classroom use. 

· Collaborate with group members (“Book Clubs”) to facilitate a literature response experience for the class. Each group will plan, prepare, present and lead the class in a discussion/response to the genres/books assigned for class.

· Evaluate a children’s book focusing on the story elements and illustrations. 

· Complete a Read-Aloud experience and reflection in which you will choose a book to read aloud in an elementary classroom, prepare related questions, and write a reflection paper about your experience. 

· Create an Annotated Bibliography of children’s literature and media.

· Develop a Trade Book Project that incorporates at least 10 activities to complement and enrich the reading of a trade book. Prepare a written report and oral presentation for class. 

· Any additional individual or class projects related to the course content that may be assigned as the course progresses. 

Policies and Procedures
Attendance

Purdue’s attendance policy states that students are expected to be present for every meeting of the classes in which they are enrolled. You are expected to attend all class sessions, to arrive on time, and to actively participate in discussions and activities. Arriving late and/or leaving early is considered both unprofessional and as an absence. Students are responsible for any materials (announcements, notes, handouts, etc.) they miss due for any reason. Simply stated, if you are not in class, you cannot participate. 
Reporting an Absence

Please call me or send me an email before the class session you will be missing. Three or more absences due to an illness (yours or a family member’s) will require doctor’s verification. If I receive no call or email, it will be considered an unexcused absence and make-up work (i.e. quizzes, in-class projects) will not be permitted. 

Professionalism and Appropriate Classroom Behavior

Your demeanor, attendance, punctuality, attitude, preparedness, as well as your willingness to grow and learn reflect your professionalism and readiness to be a teacher. In our class, it is my goal to develop a community of learners in pursuit of shared experience and knowledge. Therefore, I expect all students to respect their classmates and me throughout our time together. I accept eating and drinking when unobtrusive and students may leave to use the restroom when it is not possible to wait until after class. 

Late Assignments

Late assignments will not be accepted. No exceptions. 

ADA Statement

If you have a disability which will require testing or classroom accommodations, please see me during the first week of classes. Students are responsible for consulting with me if they are experiencing difficulties with the course work or material. 

Cheating and Plagiarism
Academic misconduct is a very serious matter. I hope that you will teach in the future with the same guidelines for your students. From the student handbook:

Student Academic Misconduct Statement
Source: Regulations Governing Student Conduct, Disciplinary Proceedings and Appeals, Section B, Paragraph 1.2a

The following actions constitute misconduct for which students may be subject to administrative action or disciplinary penalties:

a. Dishonesty in connection with any university activity. Cheating, plagiarism, or knowingly furnishing false information to the University are examples of dishonesty. The commitment of the acts of cheating, lying, stealing, and deceit in any of their diverse forms (such as the use of ghostwritten papers, the use of substitutes for taking examinations, the use of illegal cribs, plagiarism, and copying during examinations) is dishonest and must not be tolerated. Moreover, knowingly to aid and abet, directly or indirectly, other parties in committing dishonest acts is in itself dishonest. 

Course Assessment
Evaluation of written assignments will be based on content as well as the use of standard English, correct grammar and spelling. Specific rubrics for each assignment will be given. Academic papers should be typed (double-spaced, one inch margins). Use a style guide for consistency in grammar, bibliographic citations, and reference listings.

Assessment in this course will be based on the following:

Class participation and professionalism

25 pts

Quizzes and quick writes (5/5pts each)

25 pts

Literature response group activity


25 pts

Author Study





25 pts

Children’s Book Evaluation



40 pts

Read-Aloud Experience & Reflection

40 pts

Annotated Bibliography



25 pts

Trade Book Project




70 pts







          275 pts

Grades will be assigned based on the following scale:

92 – 100 % 

A

82 – 91 %

B

72 – 81 %

C

62 – 71 %

D

<62%


F

Guidelines for Course Assignments

See rubrics for grading criteria. 

Include a blank rubric to correspond with each assignment.

Books are to be chosen from the lists in the texts -- except those already assigned.

Children’s Book Evaluation 

(40 pts) Due: Week 5, February 8
This is an opportunity to complete an in-depth evaluation of a children’s picture book. Choose any picture book from the many lists in the text and focus on the story elements and illustrations. This 3-6 page paper should open with a brief (1-2 paragraphs) summary of the story, followed by a detailed analysis of the book. In addition to a complete citation in APA or MLA style, include the following: 

· Write a brief summary of the story to provide a context for the reader. The main section of the paper should be the evaluation of the book, not a retelling of the plot.

· Analyze the story and illustrations using the criteria in the text and those discussed in class. Use specific examples to support your statements. You may seek out other professionals’ opinions of the book (i.e. reviews from “The Bulletin” or “School Library Journal”); be sure to cite any references.

· You may give your opinions about the book, but support them with analysis of the book. Try to understand why you do or do not like the book. Do not relate your own opinion as fact and do not evaluate a book’s overall worth based on your taste alone. 

· Close your paper with a coherent summary of your analysis. Please proofread any papers you submit. 

Literature Response Groups
(25 pts) Due: Weeks 6, 7, 8; February 15, February 22, March 1.
Students will be divided into “Book Clubs” for in-class activities and discussions. Each Book Club will be assigned one of the class books and genres. The Book Group will then collaborate to create a class experience for that book, with guidance from the instructor. Each Book Club will be responsible for planning, preparing and presenting supplemental information about the genre and the specific trade book. In addition, the Book Club members will facilitate small group discussion and activities relating to that book. 

Author Study 

(25 pts) Due: Week 10, March 15
From the list of culturally diverse authors provided in class, choose any three books from the author’s collection and analyze that author’s style of writing. This 2-3 page report should focus on the author’s writing, not his/her life. Specific elements to consider: What type or genre of books does the author usually write? Does this writer usually write fiction or non-fiction? In what ways are the three examples similar and different (i.e. plot, characters, setting, language, etc.)? In what way does the author’s cultural background, heritage or experience influence his/her style?  In what ways does this author compare to other writers? What might be appealing for children in this work? Prepare a brief presentation for the class. 
Read Aloud Experience and Reflection 

(40 pts) Due: Week 13, April 5
Make arrangements to visit an elementary classroom to read aloud to children. Choose a piece of children’s literature appropriate for that age (to be approved by the instructor no later than 3/1). Also, discuss your choice with the classroom teacher. Generate a list of ten discussion questions relevant to the story to ask before you read, during the reading, and after the story is shared. After your visit in the elementary classroom, write a reflection paper about your experience with the children. Include: a participation form (signed by the teacher); a short synopsis of the story; your list of questions with the children’s responses; your reflections about the experience and the children’s reactions to the story. 

Annotated Bibliography 

(25 pts) Due: Anytime before week 15, April 19

To complement your professional resource library, you will complete an annotated bibliography of 28 items – books (18) and other media (10). Each entry should be neatly and legibly written on a 3”x 5” index card with your name on each card. (You may use either wire-bound or loose index cards that are securely banded together.)

Choose two books from each of the reading lists at the end of chapters 4 –12 in the Huck text (ex: pp. 160 – 167, purple-edged pages). For each book: 

1. Your name and the chapter number.

2. Provide a complete citation of the book. (author, title, publisher, date)

3. Write a brief summary of the book, including characters, setting, plot, and outcome of the story.

4. Appropriate grade level.

5. Any other noteworthy comments (awards, series, etc.)

Choose ten elementary school media materials. For each non-book item:

1. Your name.

2. Write a description of the item. 

3. Appropriate grade level.

4. Discuss how it will support/enhance elementary school lit program.

5. Source.
*See me (no later than March 22) if you would like to use a different format (i.e. computer database) for this project. 
Trade Book Project 

(70 pts) Due: Week 14, April 12
For the culminating experience of this course, you will be developing a series of activities/lessons to complement and enhance the reading of a trade book that children would enjoy. Choose a trade book (to be approved by the instructor no later than 3/22) and write a synopsis of the story. Create 10 different activities/lessons to support children’s experience with the book. You will turn in a written paper that includes the title and grade level of the book and the story synopsis as well as a thorough description of each activity. During the last weeks of the course, each student will share these activities with the class. Prepare a one-page handout of at least a portion of your project to distribute in class. The written report of this assignment is due on April 12. There will be a sign-up sheet for the in-class presentations. 

Class Schedule EDCI 311 

(Wednesdays, 9:00 – 11:50 am)

This is a tentative schedule and subject to changes which will be announced in class. The class meeting dates are listed with topic and corresponding readings. Readings and assignments are to be completed by the date under which they are listed.

WEEK/DATE   TOPIC/READINGS



      ASSIGNMENTS

1 January 11
Course Introduction


Part One: Learning About Books & Children 

Huck, Ch.1: Knowing Children’s Literature 

2 January 18
Ch. 2: Understanding Children’s Response to Lit




Ch. 3: The Changing World of Children’s Lit




Serafini & Giorgis, Part One: Ch. 1–5 

 3 January 25
Part Two: Exploring Children’s Literature


Books to Begin On, Picture Books


Huck, Ch. 4, 5



 Reynolds, H is for Hoosier: An Indiana Alphabet Book 


Serafini & Giorgis, Part 2: Ch. 6 & 7
4 February 1
Traditional Literature




Huck, Ch. 6




Steptoe, Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters




Serafini & Giorgis, Part 2: Ch. 8 – 10

5 February 8
Poetry 



Huck, Ch. 8





*Children’s 




Silverstein, Where the Sidewalk Ends


Book Eval.



*Bring another children’s book of poetry to class

6 February 15
Modern Fantasy




Huck, Ch. 7.





*Literature 

Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
Response 
Babbitt, Tuck Everlasting 



Groups.

7 February 22
Contemporary Realistic Fiction



 




Huck, Ch. 9





*Literature 
 




Blume, Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing

 Response Grp



Konigsburg, The View from Saturday


 
8 March 1
Historical Fiction










Huck, Ch 10





 *Literature




MacLachlan, SarahPlain and Tall


Response Grp




Curtis, The Watsons Go to Birmingham

*Read-Aloud 










   Title
9 March 8
Spring Break. No class.
10 March 15
Nonfiction Books





*Author Study




Huck, Ch. 11










*Bring a children’s nonfiction book to class.



















11 March 22
Biographies






 




Huck, Ch. 12





*Trade Book 




*Bring a children’s biography to class.

Title
12 March 29 
Part Three: Developing a Literature Program

 


Planning the Literature Program



 




Huck, Ch. 13




Serafini & Giorgis, Ch. 11 –12

13 April 5
Planning the Literature Program



*Read-Aloud 










Reflection

14 April 12
Trade Book Presentations




*Trade
Book










Project

15 April 19
Trade Book Presentations




*Annotated 











Bibliography












16 April 26
Trade Book Presentations 



    May 3
Final Exam Week

1
5

