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Richard Longworth is a senior fellow at the Chicago Council on Global Affairs and 

Distinguished Visiting Scholar at DePaul University. He is the author of the book, Caught in 

the Middle: America's Heartland in the Age of Globalism, published in 2008 by Bloomsbury 

USA, now out in paperback. He writes and hosts the blog, "The Midwesterner," on the 

website of the Chicago Council's Global Midwest Initiative, at www.globalchicago.org. 

 

Longworth joined the Council in 2003 as executive director of its Global Chicago Center 

after a career in journalism, most recently as senior correspondent for the Chicago Tribune. 

For 20 years, Longworth was a foreign correspondent for the Tribune and United Press 

International and was the Tribune's Chief European Correspondent. He has reported from 

75 countries on five continents. 

 

Longworth is the author of Global Squeeze, one of the first books on globalization, and of a 

MacArthur Foundation report, "Global Chicago," which led to the foundation of the Global 

Chicago Center. He is co-author of a book, also called Global Chicago, published by the 

University of Illinois Press. His new book, Caught in the Middle, describes the impact of 

globalization on the Midwest. He has been an adjunct professor in international relations at 

Northwestern University and a regular lecturer at Columbia University and is a mentor at the 

Harris School at the University of Chicago. 

 

Longworth, an Iowa native, graduated from Northwestern and won NU's Alumni Merit Award 

in 2000. He was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard, won the Overseas Press Club award twice, for 

series on globalization and the UN, and was twice a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, in 1980 

and 2003. He also has won every major national award for economic reporting, plus the 

Lowell Thomas award for a story on a camel trek through the Sahara Desert. He is a 

member of the Council on Foreign Relations in New York, has been a speaker at the Davos 

conferences and for five years was a mentor to StreetWise, Chicago's newspaper for the 

homeless. 
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Å Summarize What Longworth Is 

Saying 

 

Å What does this book mean to our 

communities in LaPorte County? 

 

Å What is our Call to Action? 
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Population 5,220,393  

Square Miles 79,610  

College Educated 27.4% 

Unemployment Rate 7.4% 

# of Counties 87 

# of Farms 81,000  

Avg Size Farm 332 acres 

Avg Age of Farmers 55 

% of Mfg Jobs 11.1% (-.93%) 

% of Minority 14.6% 

Numbers in parentheses indicates  manufacturing job loss 

percentage from Dec. 2008 to Dec. 2009. 
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Population 3,002,555  

Square Miles 55,869  

College Educated 21.2% 

Unemployment Rate 6.6% 

# of Counties 99 

# of Farms 92,600  

Avg Size Farm 331 acres 

Avg Age of Farmers 56 

% of Mfg Jobs 13.8% (-.96%) 

% Minority 9.7% 

Numbers in parentheses indicates manufacturing job loss 

percentage from Dec. 2008 to Dec. 2009. 
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Population 5,911,605  

Square Miles 68,886  

College Educated 21.6% 

Unemployment Rate 9.6% 

# of Counties 114 

# of Farms 108,000  

Avg Size Farm 269 acres 

Avg Age of Farmers 57 

% of Mfg Jobs 9.6% (-,44%) 

% Minority 17.9% 

Numbers in parentheses indicates manufacturing job loss 

percentage from Dec. 2008 to Dec. 2009. 
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Population 5,627,967  

Square Miles 54,310  

College Educated 22.4% 

Unemployment Rate 8.7% 

# of Counties 72 

# of Farms 78,000  

Avg Size Farm 195 acres 

Avg Age of Farmers 55 

% of Mfg Jobs 16.1% (-.08%) 

% Minority 14.9% 

Numbers in parentheses indicates manufacturing job loss 

percentage from Dec. 2008 to Dec. 2009. 
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Population 10,003,422  

Square Miles 56,804  

College Educated 21.8% 

Unemployment Rate 14.6% 

# of Counties 83 

# of Farms 55,000  

Avg Size Farm 182 acres 

Avg Age of Farmers 54 

% of Mfg Jobs 11.8% (-1.64%) 

% Minority 22.5% 

Numbers in parentheses indicates  manufacturing job loss 

percentage from Dec. 2008 to Dec. 2009. 
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Population 12,901,563  

Square Miles 55,584  

College Educated 26.1% 

Unemployment Rate 11.1% 

# of Counties 102 

# of Farms 75,900  

Avg Size Farm 352 acres 

Avg Age of Farmers 56 

% of Mfg Jobs 10.2% (-.80%) 

% Minority 35.3% 

Numbers in parentheses indicates manufacturing  job loss 

percentage from Dec. 2008 to Dec. 2009. 
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Population 11,485,910  

Square Miles 40,948  

College Educated 21.1% 

Unemployment Rate 10.9% 

# of Counties 88 

# of Farms 75,700  

Avg Size Farm 188 acres 

Avg Age of Farmers 56 

% of Mfg Jobs 12.1% (-1.26%) 

% Minority 17.5% 

Numbers in parentheses indicates  manufacturing job loss 

percentage from Dec. 2008 to Dec. 2009. 
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Population 6,376,792  

Square Miles 35,867  

College Educated 19.4% 

Unemployment Rate 9.9% 

# of Counties 92 

# of Farms 61,000  

Avg Size Farm 243 acres 

Avg Age of Farmers 53 

% of Mfg Jobs 15.8% (-1.26%) 

% Minority 16.8% 

Numbers in parentheses indicates  manufacturing  job loss 

percentage from Dec. 2008 to Dec. 2009. 



 



MN IA MO WI MI IL OH IN 

Population 5,220,393  3,002,555  5,911,605  5,627,967  10,003,422  12,901,563  11,485,910  6,376,792  

Sq  Miles 79,611 55,869 68,886 54,310 56,804 55,584 40,948 35,867 

College 

Educated 
27.4% 21.2% 21.6% 22.4% 21.8% 26.1% 21.1% 19.4% 

% Unemploy 7.4% 6.6% 9.6% 8.7% 14.6% 11.1% 10.9% 9.9% 

# Counties 87 99 114 72 83 102 88 92 

# Farms 81,000 92,600 108,000  78,000 55,000 75,900 75,700 61,000 

Avg Farm Size 332 acres 331 acres 269 acres 195 acres 182 acres 352 acres 188 acres 243 acres 

Avg Age 

Farmer 
55 56 57 55 54 56 56 53 

% Mfg Jobs 11.1% (-93%) 13.8% (-.96%) 9.6% (-.44%) 16.1% (-.08%) 11.8% (-1.64%) 10.2% (-,80%) 12,1% (-1,26%) 15.8% (-1.26%) 

% Minority 

Population 
14.6% 9.7% 17.9% 14.9% 22.5% 35.3% 17.5% 16.8% 

* - Illinois 4th largest mfg state; Ohio 3rd largest mfg state 

Numbers in parentheses indicates manufacturing job loss percentage 

from Dec. 2008 to Dec. 2009. 
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-8.0% to -11.0% 

-7.0% to -7.9% 

-6.0% to -6.9% 

-5.0% to -5.9% 

Change in 

Employment from Oct. 

2008-Oct. 2009 
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