PURDUE UNIVERSITY NORTH CENTRAL
 Faculty Senate Committee Report

Assessment Steering Committee

Report to Faculty Senate

15 April  2011
The Assessment Steering Committee met most recently on Friday, 18 March 2011,   8:00 – 9:00 am in TECH 160.
No proposals for Faculty Senate discussion or action are proposed at this time.

Proceedings:
1) Most of the meeting was devoted to a discussion of the By Laws dealing with the Assessment Steering Committee. The legal norm and the historical practices have varied. The inconsistency continues. Should practice, then, be brought in line with the By Laws or should the By Laws be revised? Best practices in the area show that assessment is most effective when it is faculty run. Experience at PNC has shown that a purely faculty effort at promoting a culture of assessment on campus brings only limited results. The authority of the Administration is needed as is the accountability it can evoke. Only the involvement of the VCAA has made BALOTS a success. If that is the case, what is the role of the Assessment Steering Committee? What is the relationship of the ASC with the person in the Administration responsible for assessment? We will have a conversation with that individual, David Pratt.
The By Laws require an annual report about the state of assessment at PNC. The ASC has never produced such a report. An outline was proposed and discussed at this meeting See attachment. Immediately problems became evident. Electronic versions of the Assessment Fest posters are not available. The information on BALOTS is being summarized by Dave Pratt as the Directory of Learning and Teaching Technology. Duplicate efforts seem unwise. Should, then, an annual report on assessment be produced by the Administration on a regular basis? If so, the By Laws need to be changed.
2) Debra Hollingsworth Pratt presented a prototype certificate of appreciation for participants in the Third Annual Assessment Fest. Linda Duttlinger will cover the cost.
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday 15 April  9:00 – 10:00 am TECH 160.
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