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VWhat i s Assessnent ?

Assessnent, also called evaluation, is a formal procedure
to reviewthe results of a particular programor event. W
have all been asked to “eval uate” sonething — a cl ass,
presentation, a particular event. This could be sonething
as sinple as — “Tell us two things you liked and two things
you didn't like about = .” — or, it could be far nore
conplicated with many different questions. The npbst common
form of assessment on our canpus is the “Course and

I nstructor Eval uation” exercise that happens every senester
in every class.

Usual |y, assessnent, when it is linked with accreditation,
neans a formal eval uation of a degree programor the
institution itself. There are both professionally done
eval uation instrunents fromoff canpus organi zati ons and on
canmpus |l ocally produced eval uations. The many surveys that
we have done in the past few years are exanples of the

| ocal Iy produced instrunents.

Is HLC interested in our Assessnment efforts?

Yes! In the early 1990’s the Hi gher Learning Conm ssion
(HLC) began insisting that institutions show how we have
been assessing student |earning. The obvious answer was to
| ook at the grades the students were receiving but that was
not acceptable. Gades are one way to eval uate student

| earning but certainly not the only way. Besides, ful
prograns were to be eval uated using student |earning as one
of the criteria. Gades only go so far

How does a program get started in assessing student

| ear ni ng?

The first thing is to start with the “finished product”.
What exactly do we want our students to have | earned when
they collect a diplom at graduation? Wiat attitudes do we
want themto devel op or what ideas do we want themto
consider? What facts and information should they have at
their nental disposal? Wat experiences do we want themto



have and to contenplate? |In other words, how do we define
a successful PNC graduate with a degree in ?

After these Program Objectives have been deci ded — and that
is often the hardest part of the job — then a departnent
can decide how they are planning on delivering these
experiences, these ideas, these facts etc. for the students
to | earn.

We need to figure out how to eval uate each of these Program
bj ectives and then to assess the results of these

eval uations to judge if the students did, indeed, neet our
expectations. |If they did, great!, if they didn't then how
can we change the situation to inprove it.

Does HLC determ ne our Program Objectives for us?

Fortunately (and unfortunately) no they don't. It probably
woul d nake the job easier if they just gave us a list of

obj ectives and we could sinply check off the itens as we
nmet them However, they want PNC to deternm ne what we want
PNC students to experience to receive a PNC degree in a PNC
program We will be show ng our assessnent plans and
results to the HLC Team when they cone for a visit.

When is our next visit fromthe HLC?

Thought you’ d never ask!
Qur next visit is on April 18, 2011

808 days fromtoday — January 27, 2009
I n days — eight zero eight
They will be here
We have so nmuch to show
and nothing to fear!

Tuesday Tidbits is a way to provide informati on about the upcom ng
accreditation visit by the H gher Learning Comri ssion to the Purdue
North Central Canpus. Since the visiting teamis interested in ALL
aspects of the canpus and its operation, this is being sent to al
enpl oyees. |f you have any questions about the accreditation process,
or ideas for future Tidbits, please |et me know.

Thanks!
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