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What is accreditation?

Accreditation is a process provided by an off canpus
organi zation that evaluates the institution by a set of
known criteria and verifies that the institution neets the
standards of that organization. There are two ki nds of
accreditation that apply to PNC

The first is called regional accreditation. There are six
regi onal agencies that accredit educational institutions.
We belong to the North Central Association (NCA). The NCA
is split into two conm ssions. The H gher Learning

Comm ssion (HLC) is established for institutions of higher
education and the Conm ssion for Schools is for the P — 12
schools. The main office for the NCAis located in
Chicago. Usually we refer to our regional accrediting
agency as the HLC.

The second form of accreditation is for specific academ c
prograns. On our canpus we are nenbers of the
Associ ation of Collegiate Business Schools and
Progranms (ACBSP) that accredits our business
progr am
Nat i onal League for Nursing Accreditation Conm ssion,
(usually referred to as NLN) that accredits our
Nur si ng prograns;
Nati onal Council for the Accreditation of Teacher
Educat ors (NCATE), that accredits our El enentary
Educati on program
Technol ogy Accreditation Comm ssion of the
Accreditation Board for Engi neering and
Technol ogy (ABET) that accredits sonme of our
t echnol ogy prograns.

Wiy does PNC need to be accredited by the HLC?

There are three reasons an institution of higher education
needs to be accredited by a regional accreditating agency.

1. Students that transfer to another institution will find
that our acadenmic credits are transferable if we are
accredited.



2. Students that graduate will be able to get into grad
school at other institutions is we are accredited.

3. Students are eligible to receive federal financial aid
such as Pell Gants and Stafford Loans if our institution
is accredited. The federal governnent requires regional
accreditation in order for the students of that institution
to be eligible for financial aid.

Are we currently accredited by the HLC?

Yes! Purdue North Central has been accredited by the HLC
since the early 1970's and is in good standing with the
organi zation. W w |l be having a routine, conprehensive
visit to review our progress and ensure that we are neeting
their criteria.

When is our next visit fromthe HLC?

Thought you’ d never ask!
Qur next visit is on April 18, 2011
815 days fromtoday — January 20, 2009

It’s the neatest thing you' ve ever seen
When PNC shines in 815!

Tuesday Tidbits is a way to provide informati on about the upcomn ng
accreditation visit by the Hi gher Learning Comrission to the Purdue
North Central Canpus. Since the visiting teamis interested in ALL
aspects of the canpus and its operation, this is being sent to al
enpl oyees.

I f you have any questions about the accreditation process, or ideas for
future Tidbits, please |let ne know

Thanks!
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