HIST 152 – Spring 2009
United States Since 1877
Instructor:  
Dr. James S. Pula
Office Hours:

SWRZ 209
M, W – 10:30-11:30 am

Phone: 219-785-5203
M, W – 3:45-4:30 pm

E-mail: jpula@pnc.edu
Or by appointment.
Course Description: A study of the growth of the United States from 1877 to the present. The new industrialism, agrarian problems, depression, the New Deal, the two world wars, the Cold War, and similar topics are analyzed.
Course Objectives: Upon the completion of this course students should be able to: 
· Understand the reasons for the rise of “big business” in the decades following Reconstruction and the interaction between business, government and the rise of organized labor.
· Understand the reasons for the rise in immigration beginning in the 1870s, the development of immigrant communities in America, and the corresponding rise in nativism and its ultimate effects on the nation and the immigrant groups. 

· Understand the varied origins and natures of “progressivism,” its multiplicity of reform ideas and its successes and failures.

· Understand the reasons for American expansionism, the causes of World War I and American entry into that conflict, and the results of expansionism and American participation in World War I.

· Understand the reasons why the economic prosperity of the 1920s gave way to the Depression of the 1930s and the purposes of behind the New Deal, its programs, and their successes and failure.

· Understand the reasons for American entry into World War II and the Korean Conflict, and the results of each.

· Understand the reasons for the Cold War, how it developed and how it ended behind the New Deal, its programs, and their successes and failures. 
· Understand the differences in political perspective between the contemporary American political parties and the results for the American economy, society and foreign policy.
Course Readings − Students are expected to complete assigned reading before coming to class and are expected to participate in the discussion of the readings. Readings are located in the class folder in the Blackboard Vista electronic system. If you need assistance accessing the system, contact the Computer Help Desk at 219-785-5511.
Electronic Course Access: All materials for this course, including the readings, are located in the Blackboard electronic system. The HIST 152 course shell contains copies of the course syllabus, readings, essay requirements, and other pertinent information. To access the system, log into your “My PNC” account, and click on the “Blackboard Vista” option in the column on the left of the page. If you experience any difficulty with the system, contact the Computer Help Desk at 219-785-5511. 
A copy of the syllabus, including other course requirements, is also available in the “I-Drive” (Instructor Drive). To access this, go to the “I-Drive” on your computer, scroll to my name (Pula) and click. The folder will open and you will see the HIST 152 folder. If you experience any difficulty, contact the Computer Help Desk at 219-785-5511. 
Electronic Communication: Announcements during the semester will be sent via e-mail. Make sure that you check your PNC e-mail regularly, or have it automatically forwarded to the e-mail that you normally use.

Course Schedule:
	Week
	Day
	General Topic
	Assignment

	1
	Jan. 12
	Introduction – syllabus, requirements, electronic aids – What is history? – America in 1877
	Read: Syllabus; Essay Requirements; Academic Honesty; Essay Topics; Documentation Formats

	
	Jan. 14
	The Rise of American Industry
	Week 1 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	2
	Jan. 19
	No Class – Martin Luther King Day
	Week 2 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Jan. 21
	The Rise of Organized Labor
	

	3
	Jan. 26
	The Rise of the City
	Week 3 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Jan. 28
	Politics, 1877-1900
	

	4
	Feb. 2
	The Spanish American War
	Week 4 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Feb. 4
	Expansionism
	

	5
	Feb. 9
	QUIZ #1
	

	
	Feb. 11
	The Great Migration
	Week 5 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	6
	Feb. 16
	The Reform Impulse
	Week 6 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Feb. 18
	The Progressive Movement
	

	7
	Feb. 23
	Teddy Roosevelt as Progressive
	Week 7 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Feb. 25
	Teddy Roosevelt as Internationalist
	

	8
	Mar. 2
	World War I
	Week 8 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Mar. 4
	QUIZ #2
	

	9
	Mar. 9
	No Class – Spring Break
	Week 9 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Mar. 11
	No Class – Spring Break
	

	10
	Mar. 16
	Red Scare & the 1920s Prosperity
	Week 10 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Mar. 18
	The Great Depression
	

	11
	Mar. 23
	The “New Deal”
	Week 11 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Mar. 25
	Global Crisis
	

	12
	Mar. 30
	World War II in Europe
	Week 12 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Apr. 1
	World War II in the Pacific
	

	13
	Apr. 6
	QUIZ #3
	

	
	Apr. 8
	Origins of the Cold War
	Week 13 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	14
	Apr. 13
	Makeup Class
	Week 14 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Apr. 15
	Eisenhower & Kennedy
	

	15
	Apr. 20
	Johnson and the “Great Society”
	Week 15 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Apr. 22
	Nixon, Ford & Carter; Essay Due
	

	16
	Apr. 27
	The Reagan Revolution
	Week 16 Reading in Blackboard Vista

	
	Apr. 29
	Contemporary Issues
	

	17
	May 4/6
	QUIZ #4
	


Course Requirements − You are responsible for all of the information covered in class and assigned as reading whether or not you may be absent from a given class. You are required to complete four quizzes and one essay as noted in the section under “Grading” below. Quizzes will be given on the dates indicated above. Quizzes are not cumulative in their coverage of material. If you are unable to take a quiz on the date it is given, a “make up” quiz may be requested provided it is requested in advance of the originally scheduled quiz date. Make-up quizzes must be scheduled during office hours. For information on the requirements for the essay, see the attached page marked “Essay Requirements.”
Grading:
Quiz #1
18 %



Quiz #2
18 %


Quiz #3
18 %



Quiz #4
18 %


Essay
18 %


Class Participation
10 %


Total
100 %
“Class Participation” is defined as being prepared for class by having done the assigned readings and contributing actively to the class discussion.
Extra Credit:  No “extra credit” is available in this course for reasons that will be explained in class. 
Academic Honesty: Plagiarism occurs when you include someone else’s information, ideas, or words in your essay without attribution. You should always acknowledge where the information, ideas, or words come from—a book, website, lecture, journal article, or any other source. Using another’s information, ideas, or words without attributing them to that source means that you are falsely presenting someone else’s work as your own. Plagiarism in an essay will cause the student to receive an “F” for the essay and the student may also receive an “F” for the course. See the course reading titled “Academic Honesty.”
Expected Student Conduct: To facilitate instruction and the learning of all students, proper conduct and decorum are expected at all times. Disrespectfulness and “sidebar” conversations are disruptive and are not appropriate. During class discussion, only one person may speak at a time. Students are expected to abide by the Purdue University codes of conduct as stipulated in the Purdue North Central Connections Student Handbook. Violation of conduct codes may result in appropriate disciplinary action including removal from the course and Purdue University North Central. Inappropriate and disruptive conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following examples: lewd and hostile comments or inappropriate remarks in class and on written work; dishonesty in connection with any University activity; physical abuse of any person or conduct which threatens or endangers the health or safety of any other person; obstruction or disruption of any University activity or inciting, aiding, or encouraging other persons to engage in such conduct; violation of the University anti-harassment policy; challenging faculty authority.

Americans with Disabilities Act: In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), all qualified students enrolled in this course are entitled to “reasonable accommodations.” If you require assistance because of a documented disability that prevents you from achieving your academic potential, please notify your instructor before the end of the first week of class so that accommodation can be made.

Essay Requirements
You are required to complete an essay (double-spaced; 11 or 12 point font) of no less than four pages. The syllabus indicates the day when the essay is due. You are responsible for checking the syllabus and handing in the essay on the date indicated.
The assignment is to develop an essay that compares the opinions and supporting evidence of two or more historians or contemporary participants in an event, decision, or pertinent question of the era. To complete the essay assignment you should select a topic, have that topic approved by the instructor before beginning work, and prepare a formal written essay in correct, standard English, with notations and/or bibliography as appropriate. The purpose of the essays is not to develop a chronological descriptive narrative of what happened. The purpose is to identify a theme for which you will provide original analysis, judgment and evaluation (not unsubstantiated opinion) based on the context of the topic you choose. Do not allow the narrative progression to be the organizational principle behind your essay. Organize your essay in a manner that logically constructs your argument.
Your essay should: (1) clearly state your topic, and how you intent to proceed with it, in an introductory paragraph; (2) identify at least two people with differing opinions; (3) explain those opinions and the evidence used to support each; and (4) then provide your own analysis on the validity of each position. A weak essay is simply descriptive with no attempt at analysis. To transform the descriptive into the analytical, ask yourself questions such as “What evidence does ‘X’ use to substantiate what is being said?” or “Does the evidence presented really support the conclusion?” or “Is there other evidence that has been neglected that might support or cast doubt on the theory in question?” The point is to convince the reader that you have analyzed the differing materials and your own conclusion is solid because you can justify your points with evidence. The essay should end with your conclusion and supporting evidence. 
Sources that will not be accepted are general encyclopedias, the textbook, or any online references such as Wikipedia. The only online sources acceptable are reproductions of primary sources or articles by historians.
 
The essay will be graded based on the following criteria:

Effective Introduction 
…………………………………………
10 %

Comparison of Ideas (Evidence, Support, Details)
…………..
40 %


Organization (Unity, Coherence of Paragraphs)
………………
20 %
Documentation
…………………………………………………
10 %

English Usage 
………………………………………………….
10 %


Analysis and Conclusion 
………………………………………
10 %

NOTE: Essays that lack any documentation and citation of sources will receive 
a grade of “F.”
Documentation Formats
All direct quotations or other information that you use in your essay must be documented in a standard format. Since there are many academic disciplines represented among the students in this class, you may select to use either of the two following formats. Whichever style you choose, you must include all of the required information and you must be consistent.
1. 
“Chicago Style”: This is the standard footnotes or endnote style used by historians [See The Chicago Manual of Style (Chicago: University of Chicago Press)]: With a computer, these are very easy to insert and move about. If you are not familiar with how to do it, contact the Computer Help Desk at 219-785-5511 for assistance.

a.
Book: Author’s full name, Title in Italics (Place of Publication: Name of Publisher, Date of Publication), page number(s). After using the complete reference the first time, subsequent citations from the same source may be in abbreviated format: Author’s last name, Abbreviated Title, page(s).

b.
Article: Author’s full name, “Title of Article in Quotation Marks,” Title of Publication in Italics, Volume #, Number (year/date), page number(s). After using the complete reference the first time, subsequent citations from the same source may be in abbreviated format: Author’s last name, Abbreviated Title, page(s).

c.
Unpublished Source: Author’s full name, “Title in Quotation Marks,” (Place of Publication: Name of Publisher, Date of Publication), page number(s). After using the complete reference the first time, subsequent citations from the same source may be in abbreviated format: Author’s last name, Abbreviated Title, page(s).

d.
Interview: Name of person interviewed, interviewed by (name of interviewer), date and place of interview. After using the complete reference the first time, subsequent citations from the same source may be in abbreviated format: Smith interview.

e.
Internet Source: Author’s full name, “Title of Article in Quotation Marks,” URL, date accessed. After using the complete reference the first time, subsequent citations from the same source may be in abbreviated format: Author’s last name, Abbreviated Title.
2. 
“MLA Style”: This is the style used by the Modern Language Association for people writing in the fields of languages and literatures. At the end of the sentence to be documented, place in parentheses the author’s last name and the page number where the information was found (Smith, 34). If there is more than one source by the same author, include the date of the source to distinguish it from others (Smith, 1997, 34). If you use this style, you must include at the end of your work a bibliography or “works cited” page with the full bibliographic references as noted in #1 above.
3.
“APA Style”: This is the style used by the American Psychological Association for people writing in the social sciences. At the end of the sentence to be documented, place in parentheses the author’s last name and the date of the publication (Smith, 1997). If you use this style, you must include the page number in parentheses at the end of a direct quotation. At the end of your work you must also have a bibliography or “works cited” page with the full bibliographic references as noted in #1 above.

Academic Honesty
The word “plagiarism” is derived from a Latin word meaning “kidnapping.” One “kidnaps” someone else’s work by claiming, either intentionally or unintentionally, someone else’s words or ideas as one’s own. To distinguish between legitimate and illegitimate uses of others’ work, students should study the following guidelines, which are included here through the courtesy of Robert Moore, from his book Effective Writing.
Plagiarism is involved in all of the following practices:
1.
Directly copying all or parts of someone else’s work without using quotation marks and scrupulously acknowledging the sources.
2.
Submitting a paper someone else has written, regardless of whether that paper has been bought, borrowed, or written for the student.

3.
Using another’s phrasing with occasional slight modifications but without quotation marks to indicate the unchanged phrasing, even though a footnote indicates the source of the ideas.

4.
Using some else’s striking phrase, without quotation marks, in a paper that is mostly original. The key terms pertaining to a subject, however, can and should be used freely by all who write about the subject.

5.
Using someone else’s organizational pattern without acknowledgement, except for an inherent pattern like chronology. Even with acknowledgement, a borrowed pattern may suggest insufficient thought about the subject.

6.
Using someone else’s analogies, allusions, or other figures of speech as if they were one’s own. Using the same examples is also dubious, and in addition suggests that the student does not understand the subject clearly enough to think on his/her own.

7.
Presenting someone else’s opinions as one’s own, or borrowing specific facts, without acknowledging the sources.

In addition to the above, using the same paper for more than one course without the explicit approval of the instructors involved is academically dishonest even though the paper is entirely original, for it deliberately misleads the instructors as to the amount of work done and the amount of knowledge gained. It is perhaps not plagiarism, but is obtaining credit—in two senses of the word—under false pretense.

Sample Essay Topics
The following are sample questions that can form the basis for your essay. You may choose one of these, or select another question that you identify from the time period covered in the course. The key is that you obtain at least two viewpoints and supporting arguments and information.

1. Did Theodore Roosevelt deserve the nickname “Trust Buster”?

2. Was the term “Robber Barons” justified in describing rich industrialists in the 1890s?

3. Did organized labor deserve the reputation of being radical between 1870 and 1900?

4. Were business “Trusts” positive or negative?

5. Was political “bossism” good or bad?

6. Should immigration have been restricted after World War I?

7. Was the gold standard good or bad for the economy?

8. Was expansionism good or bad for America?

9. Was American occupation of the Philippines positive or negative?

10. Should women have been given the right to vote?

11. Was prohibition a good idea?

12. Were the Germans justified in sinking the Lusitania?

13. Were Sacco and Vanzetti guilty?

14. Was the New Deal successful?

15. Did Franklin Roosevelt know ahead of time that Pearl Harbor was going to be attacked?

16. Was President Truman’s decision to use the atomic bomb justified?

17. Was McCarthyism justified?

18. Was there a conspiracy to assassinate John F. Kennedy?

19. Who assassinated Martin Luther King?

20. Was Richard Nixon guilty?

21. Was Reaganomics good for the economy?

22. Do private American citizens have the right to bear arms?
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