HIST 151 – 05
American History To 1877
Instructor:  
Dr. James S. Pula
Office Hours:

SWRZ 209
M, W – noon-1:00 pm

Phone: 219-785-5203
Or by appointment.

E-mail: jpula@pnc.edu

Course Description: A study of the development of American political, economic, and social institutions from the early explorations and Colonial settlements through Reconstruction.

Course Objectives: Upon the completion of this course students should be able to: 
· Understand the reasons for European expansion to the Western Hemisphere during the Age of Exploration and subsequent colonization.

· Understand the development of regional economic patterns within the North American colonies and between the colonies and Europe/Africa.
· Understand the how varied economic and social development of individual colonies resulted in differing political viewpoints.
· Understand the causes and consequences of the American Revolution.
· Understand the development of the American political system.
· Understand the reasons why developing sectionalism led to political confrontation and the Civil War.

· Understand the influence of the Civil War era on the further development of American history.
· Understand the influence of the Reconstruction era on the results of the Civil War and the future development of the United States.
· Understand how industrial development and the westward movement influenced American history between 1800 and 1877.
Course Readings − Students are expected to complete assigned reading before coming to class and are expected to participate in the discussion of the readings.
Textbooks − George Brown Tindall & David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2007), Vol. 1.
Articles & Supplements − “Syllabus” – “Essay Requirements” – “Documentation Formats” – “Academic Honesty” –“Sample Essay Topics.”

Electronic Course Access: This course has a corresponding course folder on the “I-Drive” (Instructor Drive). The course folder contains copies of the course syllabus, essay requirements, and other pertinent information. To access the folder, go to the “I-Drive” on your computer, scroll to my name (Pula) and click. The folder will open and you will see the HIST 151-05 folder. If you experience any difficulty, contact the Computer Help Desk at 219-785-5511. 
Electronic Communication: Announcements during the semester will be sent via e-mail. Make sure that you check your PNC e-mail regularly, or have it automatically forwarded to the e-mail that you normally use.

Course Schedule:
	Week
	Topics
	Readings & Assignments

	Week 1 −   Aug. 25
	Introduction – syllabus, requirements, electronic aids – What is history? 
	Syllabus; Essay Requirements; Academic Honesty; Essay Topics; Documentation Formats

	                  Aug. 27
	The Age of Exploration
	Text, 10-25

	                  Aug. 29
	The Age of Exploration
	

	Week 2 –   Sept. 1
	NO CLASS – Labor Day Holiday
	

	                 Sept. 3
	Early Colonial Societies
	Text, 27-54

	                 Sept. 5
	Early Colonial Societies
	

	Week 3 –   Sept. 8
	Development of the English Empire
	Text, 55-96

	                 Sept. 10
	The French & Indian Wars
	Text, 97-106

	                 Sept. 12
	Causes for Dissatisfaction
	Text, 107-132

	Week 4 –   Sept. 15
	Causes for Dissatisfaction
	

	                 Sept. 17
	The American Revolution
	Text, 141-169

	                 Sept. 19
	The American Revolution
	

	Week 5 –   Sept. 22
	FIRST QUIZ
	

	                 Sept. 24
	Early Attempts at Defining Government
	Text, 170-178

	                 Sept. 26
	Developing a New Government
	Text, 178-189

	Week 6 –  Sept. 29
	Developing a New Government
	

	                 Oct. 1
	Competing Visions of Government
	Text, 190-219

	                 Oct. 3
	The Jeffersonians
	Text, 220-229

	Week 7 –  Oct. 6
	The Jeffersonians
	

	                 Oct. 8
	Economic Development – the War of 1812
	Text, 230-244

	                Oct. 10
	Economic Development – the War of 1812
	

	Week 8 –  Oct. 13
	NO CLASS – Fall break
	

	                 Oct. 15
	Nationalism vs. Sectionalism
	Text, 253-267

	                 Oct. 17
	Nationalism vs. Sectionalism
	

	Week 9 –  Oct. 20
	SECOND QUIZ
	

	                 Oct. 22
	Jacksonian Democracy
	Text, 267-301

	                 Oct. 24
	Jacksonian Democracy
	

	Week 10 – Oct. 27
	The Tariff Crisis
	

	                 Oct. 29
	Diverging Economies
	Text, 302-334

	                 Oct. 31
	Diverging Economies
	

	Week 11 − Nov. 3
	Industrial and Commercial Development
	

	                  Nov. 5
	Westward Movement
	Text, 357-383

	                  Nov. 7
	Westward Movement
	

	Week 12 − Nov. 10
	Antebellum Reform Movements
	Text, 335-356

	                  Nov. 12
	THIRD QUIZ
	

	                  Nov. 14
	Southern Society
	Text, 531-556

	Week 13 − Nov. 17
	Southern Society
	

	                  Nov. 19
	The “Peculiar Institution”
	Text, 556-563, 408-415

	                  Nov. 21
	The “Peculiar Institution”
	

	Week 14 − Nov. 24
	The West and the Sectional Debate
	Text, 556-578

	                  Nov. 26
	NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Break
	

	                  Nov. 28
	NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Break
	

	Week 15 − Dec. 1
	The Crucial Decade
	Text, 416-440

	                  Dec. 3
	Secession, Strategy and Resources
	Text, 440-456

	                  Dec. 5
	The Civil War
	Text, 456-487

	Week 16 − Dec. 8
	The Civil War
	ESSAY DUE

	                  Dec. 10
	The Reconstruction
	Text, 488-520

	                  Dec. 12
	The Reconstruction
	

	Week 17 − Dec. 15 

                      or 17
	FOURTH QUIZ
	


Course Requirements − You are responsible for all of the information covered in class and assigned as reading whether or not you may be absent from a given class period. You are required to complete four quizzes and one essay as noted in the section under “Grading” below. Quizzes will be given on the dates indicated above. Quizzes are not cumulative in their coverage of material. If you are unable to take a quiz on the date it is given, a “make up” quiz may be requested provided it is requested in advance of the originally scheduled quiz date. Make-up quizzes must be scheduled during office hours. For information on the requirements for the essay, see the attached page marked “Essay Requirements.”
Grading:
Quiz #1
18 %



Quiz #2
18 %


Quiz #3
18 %



Quiz #4
18 %


Essay
18 %


Class Participation
10 %


Total
100 %
“Class Participation” is defined as being prepared for class by having done the assigned readings and contributing actively to the class discussion.
Extra Credit:  No “extra credit” is available in this course for reasons that will be explained in class. 
Academic Honesty: Plagiarism occurs when you include someone else’s information, ideas, or words in your essay without attribution. You should always acknowledge where the information, ideas, or words come from—a book, website, lecture, journal article, or any other source. Using another’s information, ideas, or words without attributing them to that source means that you are falsely presenting someone else’s work as your own. Plagiarism in an essay will cause the student to receive an “F” for the essay and the student may also receive an “F” for the course. See the course reading titled “Academic Honesty.”
Expected Student Conduct: To facilitate instruction and the learning of all students, proper conduct and decorum are expected at all times. Disrespectfulness and “sidebar” conversations are disruptive and are not appropriate. During class discussion, only one person may speak at a time. Students are expected to abide by the Purdue University codes of conduct as stipulated in the Purdue North Central Connections Student Handbook. Violation of conduct codes may result in appropriate disciplinary action including removal from the course and Purdue University North Central. Inappropriate and disruptive conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following examples: lewd and hostile comments or inappropriate remarks in class and on written work; dishonesty in connection with any University activity; physical abuse of any person or conduct which threatens or endangers the health or safety of any other person; obstruction or disruption of any University activity or inciting, aiding, or encouraging other persons to engage in such conduct; violation of the University anti-harassment policy; challenging faculty authority.

Americans with Disabilities Act: In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), all qualified students enrolled in this course are entitled to “reasonable accommodations.” If you require assistance because of a documented disability that prevents you from achieving your academic potential, please notify your instructor before the end of the first week of class so that accommodation can be made.

Essay Requirements
You are required to complete an essay (double-spaced; 11 or 12 pt font) of about 3-5 pages. The syllabus indicates the day when the essay is due. You are responsible for checking the syllabus and handing in the essay on the date indicated.
The assignment is to develop an essay that compares the opinions and supporting evidence of two or more historians or contemporary participants in an event, decision or pertinent question of the era. To complete the essay assignment you should select a topic, have that topic approved by the instructor before beginning work, and prepare a formal written essay in correct, standard English, with notations and/or bibliography as appropriate. The purpose of the essays is not to develop a chronological descriptive narrative of what happened. The purpose is to identify a theme for which you will provide original analysis, judgment and evaluation (not unsubstantiated opinion) based on the context of the topic you choose. Do not allow the narrative progression to be the organizational principle behind your essay. Organize your essay in a manner that logically constructs your argument.
Your essay should clearly state your topic, and how you intent to proceed with it, in an introductory paragraph. Your essay should identify at least two people with differing opinions, explain those opinions and the evidence used to support each, and then provide your own analysis on the validity of each position. A weak essay is simply descriptive with no attempt at analysis. To transform the descriptive into the analytical, ask yourself questions such as “What evidence does ‘X’ use to substantiate what is being said?” or “Does the evidence presented really support the conclusion?” or “Is there other evidence that has been neglected that might support or cast doubt on the theory in question?” The point is to convince the reader that you have analyzed the differing materials and your own conclusion is solid because you can justify your points with evidence. The essay should end with your conclusion and supporting evidence. Sources that will not be accepted are general encyclopedias, the textbook, or online references such as Wikipedia. The only online sources acceptable are reproductions of primary sources or articles by historians.
 
The essay will be graded based on the following criteria:

Quality of Thesis Statement
…………………………………..
10 %

Effective Introduction 
…………………………………………
10 %

Development of Ideas (Evidence, Support, Details)
…………..
20 %


Organization (Unity, Coherence of Paragraphs)
………………
20 %
Documentation
…………………………………………………
10 %

English Usage 
………………………………………………….
10 %


Analysis and Conclusion 
………………………………………
20 %

NOTE: Essays that lack any documentation of sources will receive a grade of “F.”
Documentation Formats
All direct quotations or other information that you use in your essay must be documented in a standard format. Since there are many academic disciplines represented among the students in this class, you may select to use either of the two following formats. Whichever style you choose, you must include all of the required information and you must be consistent.
1. 
“Chicago Style”: This is the standard footnotes or endnote style used by historians [See The Chicago Manual of Style (Chicago: University of Chicago Press)]: With a computer, these are very easy to insert and move about. If you are not familiar with how to do it, contact the Computer Help Desk at 219-785-5511 for assistance.

a.
Book: Author’s full name, Title in Italics (Place of Publication: Name of Publisher, Date of Publication), page number(s). After using the complete reference the first time, subsequent citations from the same source may be in abbreviated format: Author’s last name, Abbreviated Title, page(s).

b.
Article: Author’s full name, “Title of Article in Quotation Marks,” Title of Publication in Italics, Volume #, Number (year/date), page number(s). After using the complete reference the first time, subsequent citations from the same source may be in abbreviated format: Author’s last name, Abbreviated Title, page(s).

c.
Unpublished Source: Author’s full name, “Title in Quotation Marks,” (Place of Publication: Name of Publisher, Date of Publication), page number(s). After using the complete reference the first time, subsequent citations from the same source may be in abbreviated format: Author’s last name, Abbreviated Title, page(s).

d.
Interview: Name of person interviewed, interviewed by (name of interviewer), date and place of interview. After using the complete reference the first time, subsequent citations from the same source may be in abbreviated format: Smith interview.

e.
Internet Source: Author’s full name, “Title of Article in Quotation Marks,” URL, date accessed. After using the complete reference the first time, subsequent citations from the same source may be in abbreviated format: Author’s last name, Abbreviated Title.
2. 
“MLA Style”: This is the style used by the Modern Language Association for people writing in the fields of languages and literatures. At the end of the sentence to be documented, place in parentheses the author’s last name and the page number where the information was found (Smith, 34). If there is more than one source by the same author, include the date of the source to distinguish it from others (Smith, 1997, 34). If you use this style, you must include at the end of your work a bibliography or “works cited” page with the full bibliographic references as noted in #1 above.
3.
“APA Style”: This is the style used by the American Psychological Association for people writing in the social sciences. At the end of the sentence to be documented, place in parentheses the author’s last name and the date of the publication (Smith, 1997). If you use this style, you must include the page number in parentheses at the end of a direct quotation. At the end of your work you must also have a bibliography or “works cited” page with the full bibliographic references as noted in #1 above.

Academic Honesty
The word “plagiarism” is derived from a Latin word meaning “kidnapping.” One “kidnaps” someone else’s work by claiming, either intentionally or unintentionally, someone else’s words or ideas as one’s own. To distinguish between legitimate and illegitimate uses of others’ work, students should study the following guidelines, which are included here through the courtesy of Robert Moore, from his book Effective Writing.
Plagiarism is involved in all of the following practices:
1.
Directly copying all or parts of someone else’s work without using quotation marks and scrupulously acknowledging the sources.
2.
Submitting a paper someone else has written, regardless of whether that paper has been bought, borrowed, or written for the student.

3.
Using another’s phrasing with occasional slight modifications but without quotation marks to indicate the unchanged phrasing, even though a footnote indicates the source of the ideas.

4.
Using some else’s striking phrase, without quotation marks, in a paper that is mostly original. The key terms pertaining to a subject, however, can and should be used freely by all who write about the subject.

5.
Using someone else’s organizational pattern without acknowledgement, except for an inherent pattern like chronology. Even with acknowledgement, a borrowed pattern may suggest insufficient thought about the subject.

6.
Using someone else’s analogies, allusions, or other figures of speech as if they were one’s own. Using the same examples is also dubious, and in addition suggests that the student does not understand the subject clearly enough to think on his/her own.

7.
Presenting someone else’s opinions as one’s own, or borrowing specific facts, without acknowledging the sources.

In addition to the above, using the same paper for more than one course without the explicit approval of the instructors involved is academically dishonest even though the paper is entirely original, for it deliberately misleads the instructors as to the amount of work done and the amount of knowledge gained. It is perhaps not plagiarism, but is obtaining credit—in two senses of the word—under false pretense.

Sample Essay Topics
The following are sample questions that can form the basis for your essay. You may choose one of these, or select another question that you identify from the time period covered in the course. The key is that you obtain at least two viewpoints and supporting arguments and information.

1. Did the British government have the right to tax colonies for the support of the Empire?
2. Was the American Revolution largely a political or an economic movement?

3. What were the arguments for and against a centralized “federalist” form of government?

4. What were the arguments for and against Alexander Hamilton’s financial policies?

5. Was the Constitution intended to be a “flexible” document open to change and interpretation, or a “fixed” document with a specific meaning at the time of origin that was supposed to remain in tact?
6. Was there a need for a new Constitution, or would revision of the Articles of Confederation have sufficed?

7. Could the federal government levy tariffs legally under the Constitution?

8. Was the Missouri Compromise legal?

9. Which is correct, the “strict” or “loose” interpretation of the Constitution?

10. Is the States’ Rights philosophy of government valid?

11. Was the cotton economy of the South on the decline by 1860, or not?

12. What were the arguments for and against women’s rights in the antebellum era?

13. Were economic differences a significant cause of the sectional controversy? 

14. What group(s) supported “Jacksonian Democracy”?

15. Was slavery legal under the Constitution?

16. What were the issues and arguments in the Dred Scott case?

17. Was President Lincoln justified in suspending Habeas Corpus?

18. Was the South justified in seceding?

19. Was criticism of the Emancipation Proclamation justified?

20. Was the Civil War inevitable?

21. What was the most important cause of the Civil War?

22. Did the president or the Congress have the authority to control the “Reconstruction”?

23. Was the Southern government involved in the assassination of Lincoln?

24. What were the arguments for and against the impeachment of Andrew Johnson?

25. Legally, should Hayes or Tilden have won the presidential election in 1876?
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